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SUBJECT: NICO MALAN THEATRE NOT TO BE COMPLETELY DESEGREGATED 

REF: CAPE TOWN 124 

1. CAPE PROVINCE ADMINISTRATOR A.H. VOSLOO ANNOUNCED 
FEBRUARY 19 THAT PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAD DECIDED 
THAT, WITH RESPECT ZO NICO MALAN THEATRE, "(1) ALL POPULA- 
TION GROUPS WILL BE ADMITTED TO THE NICO MALAN THEATRE 
COMPLEX FOR PERFORMANCES ON TUESDAY GN WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS, 
AND FRIDAYS; (2) THE PRESENT APPLICABLE RIGHT TO RESERVE 
ADMISSION REMAINS IN FORCE." MR. FRANS CONRADIE, EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL MEMBER IN CHARGE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, LATER CONFIRMED 
THAT DECISIONHXEANT THAT PERFORMANCES ON MONDAYS AND SATURDAYS 
WOULD BE RESERVED FOR WHITES. 

2. REACTION OF WHITE LIBERALS AND OF PROMINENT COLOREDS 
HAS RANGED FROM DISAPPOINTMENT TO DISGUST. SENATOR BRIAN 
BAMFORD, WHO INITIATED BOYCOTT OF NICO MALAN WHEN THEATRE 
OPENED FOUR YEARS AGO, SAID DECISION WAS "A BLOODY INSULT" 

AND ASSERTED THAT HE WOULD NOT ATTEND THREATRE AND WAS 
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CONVINCED OTHER BOYCOTTERS WOULD NOT DO SO EITHER. 
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3. COMMENT: IT POSSIBLE THAT DECISION COULD BE CHANGED. 

BAMFORD, FOR ONE, SAID THAT THERE WAS STILL HOPE THAT 
IT WOULD. IN OUR ESTIMATION, HOWEVER, CHANCES ARE SLIM 
THAT NATIONALISTS WILL RELENT IN NEAR FUTURE AND COMPLETELY 
DESEGREGATE NICO MALAN. IT VERY LIKELY THAT DECISION WAS 
EITHER MADE BY OR HAD APPROVAL OF PRIME MINISTER VORSTER 
AND HIS CABINEO. HALFWAY MEASURE TAKEN INDICATES THAT 
NATIONAL PARTY GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO BE HEAVILY INFLUENCED 
BY CONSIDERATION FOR RACIST ATTITUDES OF MANY OF ITS SUPPORTERS. 
HURD 
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